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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
This leaflet has been designed to highlight the changes which have taken place with the introduction of the 
new statutory National Curriculum for primary schools in September 2014.  
 
All last year the staff  were busy planning new units of study to meet the requirements of the new 
curriculum, but also to provide exciting and engaging learning opportunities for the children. The overviews 
of the school curriculum are available for you to see on the school website which we will continue to 
update. Along with the changes to the curriculum there are also changes to the way children will be 
assessed in their learning. 
 
Assessment  
In the academic year 2014-15 only Year 2 and Year 6 pupils will follow the old national curriculum and will 
be tested against this. Their attainment and progress each term will be tracked using sub-levels as all 
pupils have been previously in Years 1-6.  
 
Pupils in Reception will continue to be assessed against the Development Matters document and the Early 
Learning Goals. This begins with an on entry assessment early in the Autumn Term. Future progress is 
then measured against this. Parents / carers will be informed at different points in the year as to how their 
child is developing against age related expectations.  
 
Pupils in Years 1, 3, 4 and 5 will be assessed against the statutory requirements set out in the new National 
Curriculum. The government has deliberately not implemented a new standard assessment framework for 
schools and academies to follow for these year groups. Levels and sub-levels, which some of you are 
familiar with and were used to assess and track children in the old National Curriculum, will go. Children will 
no longer be given a level (such as Level 4b at the end of Year 6 or Level 2b at the end of Year 2). A new 
system of formal assessment will be introduced based on what is considered to be the ‘average’ 
expectation of achievement for each year group. However full details of the exact format this will take have 
not yet been finalised. 
 
In May 2016 a different set of formal tests for reading, writing, spelling, grammar, punctuation and 
mathematics based on the new National Curriculum will be introduced although it has not yet been 
confirmed what style these new tests will take. 
 
It is clear that the expectations of the new National Curriculum are much more challenging than those of the 
old primary curriculum and some of the changes we have highlighted below. 
 
We will continue to keep you informed of the new changes in assessment and the curriculum but if you 
have any questions in the meantime relating to the new Curriculum or assessment please do not hesitate to 
contact your child’s class teacher or me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Kevin Bellinger 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
English  
There is a stronger emphasis on vocabulary development, grammar, punctuation and spelling (for example, 
the use of commas and apostrophes will now be taught in KS1).  

Reading is at the core of the whole curriculum, with a big emphasis on reading for pleasure, both at home 
and at school. Children are encouraged to talk about what they have read and what has been read to them.  

Handwriting is expected to be fluent, legible and speedy and children are expected to write with stamina for 
longer. 

Spoken English is given greater emphasis, with children being taught debating and oral presentation skills.  
 
Mathematics  
Simple fractions (1/3,1/4, ¾ and ½) are now taught from KS1 and children should be able to recall and use 
multiplication and division facts for the 2, 5 and 10 multiplication tables.  
By the end of Year 4, children will be expected to know their times tables up to 12x12. Previously they were 
expected to know up to 10x10 by the end of primary school. They should be able to add and subtract 
fractions with the same denominator, add and subtract numbers up to four digits using formal written 
methods of columnar addition and subtraction where appropriate and multiply three digit numbers by a one 
digit number using formal written layout. 

Calculators will not be introduced until near the end of KS2, to encourage a greater focus on the 
development of a range of mental arithmetic strategies.  

By the end of Year 6, there are higher expectations in fractions decimals and percentages.  Children should 
be able to convert decimal fractions to simple fractions (eg. 0.375 = 3/8).  
The ability to solve mathematical problems is a key skill which runs through all strands of the new primary 
curriculum. There is also a greater emphasis on the children being taught formal written strategies of 
addition, subtraction, vertical long multiplication and long division. 

 

Science  
The programmes of study are set out in the National Curriculum year by year. There is a strong focus on 
scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding as well as developing the understanding of the nature, 
processes and methods of science.  

Evolution will be taught in primary schools for the first time.  

 
Computing  
‘Computing’ replaces ICT, with greater focus on programming rather than on operating programmes.  

From the age of five, children will learn to write and test simple programmes and to organise, store and 
retrieve data.  

From the age of seven, they will be taught to understand computer networks, including the Internet.  

Internet safety will continue to form a major part of the computing curriculum. 
 
Design and Technology  
Design and Technology has become more important in the new curriculum, setting children on the path to 
becoming the designers and engineers of the future.  

In KS2, children will learn about how key events and individuals in Design and Technology have shaped 
the world we live in today.  

There will be a greater emphasis on cookery, with a particular focus on developing children’s understanding 

and experience of preparing savoury dishes as well as developing an understanding of where the food 
they consume comes from and the seasonality of fruit and vegetables in Great Britain. 
 
Geography  
There is a greater use of atlases and maps, including Ordnance Survey maps and digital maps.  

Children are expected to know the names of and be able to locate countries, capital cities, other major 
cities, mountains and rivers.  

In depth studies of a European, North/South American country and a region of the British Isles are now 
required.  
 
History  
There is a greater emphasis on British History with new topics being introduced.  

The Tudors and Victorians are no longer taught in KS2.  
 



Languages  
The term ‘Languages’ will replace the term ‘Modern Foreign Languages.’  

Learning a foreign language or an ancient language, such as Greek or Latin, will be mandatory in KS2. At 
Tatsfield Primary School we currently provide every class from Year 3 to Year 6 with a weekly language 
session in French.  

Children are expected to master basic grammar and accurate pronunciation and to converse, present, read 
and write in the chosen language.  
 
PE, Art, Music, RE and PSHE  
The study of these subjects remains largely unchanged. However, all subject curriculum plans continue to 
be reviewed by the teaching team to ensure that they are as engaging and challenging as they can be for 
your children.  
 
SMSC: Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development  
The following aspects pervade all aspects of our curriculum at Tatsfield Primary School and are helping to 
prepare the children for life in Modern Britain:  
 
Spiritual: children are taught to explore beliefs and experiences, respect faiths, feelings and values, enjoy 
learning about themselves, others and the surrounding world, use their imagination and creativity. They are 
taught how to be reflective learners and to evaluate their actions against these shared values.  

 

Moral: the children must recognise right from wrong, demonstrate a respect for the law, understand the 
consequences of their own and others’ actions, investigate a range of moral and ethical issues and offer 
their own increasingly reasoned views.  

 

Social: children learn to appreciate diverse viewpoints, participate, volunteer and co-operate to achieve an 
agreed task or set of actions, learn to resolve conflict and engage with the fundamental values of British 
democracy.  

 

Cultural: children are taught to appreciate cultural influences, understand the basic role of Britain’s 
parliamentary system, understand, accept, respect and celebrate diversity within their local and the wider 
global community  
 
What will this mean for you and your child?  
 
Depending on which year group your child is currently in, the changes to assessment will come into 
practice either immediately or in September next year.  
 
Teachers at Tatsfield Primary School are assessing children all of the time, constantly evaluating their 
progress and considering how well they have understood their learning and what their next steps might be.  
 
As part of this ongoing process, teachers talk to the children all the time about their next steps, and ensure 
that they know how they can improve their work. In addition, the high quality of our marking and feedback 
procedures ensure that children are given opportunities to extend their thinking and evaluate their own 
learning on a frequent and regular basis.  
 
Teachers continue to attend a pupil progress meeting once a term and to submit a teacher assessment to 
the senior leadership team for every child, detailing progress to date, the impact of any intervention work 
which has taken place and potential solutions to any identified barriers to learning.  
 
Your child’s attainment and progress will be shared with you at parent consultation appointments during the 
Autumn and Spring terms, with a detailed written report being sent to you during the Summer term.  
 
 
 

 

 


